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or intellectual or cognitive, they are lacking in these qualities,
and no amount of repetitious exercise could bestow any intel-
lectual properties of observation, judgment, or intentional
action (volition) upon them.
(2) Consequently the training of our original impulsive ac-
tivities is not a refinement and perfecting achieved by' exercise'
as one might strengthen a muscle by practice. It consists
rather (a) in selecting from the diffused responses which are
evoked at a given time those which are especially adapted to
the utilization of the stimulus. That is to say, among the
reactions of the body in general1 and the hand in particular
which instinctively occur upon stimulation of the eye by light,
all except those which are specifically adapted to reaching,
grasping, and manipulating the object effectively are gradually
eliminated — or else no training occurs. As we have already
noted, the primary reactions, with a very few exceptions, are
too diffused and general to be practically of much use in the
case of the human infant. Hence the identity of training with
selective response. (Compare p. 30.) (b) Equally impor-
tant is the specific coordination of different factors of response
which takes place. There is not merely a selection of the
hand reactions which effect grasping, but of the particular
visual stimuli which call out just these reactions and no others,
and an establishment of connection between the two. But the
coordinating does not stop here. Characteristic temperature
reactions may take place when the object is grasped. These
will also be brought in; later, the temperature reaction may
be connected directly with the optical stimulus, the hand
reaction being suppressed — as a bright flame, independent
of close contact, may steer one away. Or the child in handling
1 As matter of fact, the interconnection ia so great, there are so many
paths of construction, that every stimulus brings about some change in all
of the organs of response. We are accustomed however to ignore most of
these modifications of the total organic activity, concentrating upon thai one
which is most specificaJly adapted to the most urgent stimulus of the
moment

